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SUBJECT: A SAUDI VIEW ON IRAN 

1. IN COURSE OF CONVERSATION ON APRIL 18, MPA DIRECTOR 
POR APRICAN AND ASIAN AFPAIRS AHMAD SIRAJ TOLD POL COUN 
THAT RECENT EVENTS IN IRAN WERE DISTURBING. HE THOUGHT 
THAT THINGS COULD NOT GO ON THE WAY THEY WERE GOING AND 
THAT SHAH WAS GOING TO HAVE TO DO SOMETHING TO CHANGE 
SITUATION. SAG SEES IRAN AS RATHER UNSTABLE AND IS WORRIED 
ABOUT WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN SHAH PASSES PROM SCENE. 

TROUBLES IN IRAN SEEM TO COME FROM BOTH RADICALS AND CON- 
SERVATIVES. SAG PEARS THAT COUNTRY WILL BE TORN APART BY 
CIVIL WAR ALTER SHAH DIES AND WILL DISINTEGRATE INTO 
CONGERIES OP SMALL STATES EASILY DOMINATED BY USSR. 

SUCH A DEVELOPMENT WOULD INTRODUCE SOVIET INFLUENCE INTO 
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GULP AND CREATE THREAT TO SAUDI OIL PIELDS. ALTERNATIVE 
TO PRAGMENTATION OP IRAN WOULD BE HIGHLY UNIPIED RADICAL 
STATE. EVEN THOUGH THIS WOULD CREATE PROBLEMS, ESPECIALLY 
DURING PIRST PEW YEARS UNTIL NEW REGIME MATURED, SAG WOULD 
PREPER THIS ALTERNATIVE, SINCE THERE WOULD BE STRONG GOV- 
VERNMENT WHICH COULD MAKE DECISIONS AND WITH WHICH SAG 
COULD DEAL. ALSO, AS NATIONALISM REASSERTED ITSELP, EVEN 
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UNIFIED RADICAL STATE WOULD EVENTUALLY PART WAYS WITH USSR. 
IN EITHER EVENTUALITY, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT SAUDI ARABIA 
HAVE STRONG MILITARY EORCE TO DEEEND OIL EIELDS. 

2. ASKED WHAT SHAH MIGHT DO TO OBVIATE SUCH DIRE EVENTS, 

SIRAJ SAID THAT HE DID NOT PROPOSE TO BE CONSULTANT TO 
SHAH BUT THAT HE THOUGHT SHAH SHOULD ATTEMPT TO CONCIL- 
IATE ALL ELEMENTS IN COUNTRY AND THEN BALANCE THEM AGAINST 
ONE ANOTHER. HE SHOULD ALLOW SEVERAL POLITICAL PARTIES 
AND HE SHOULD EIND WAY TO BRING DISSIDENT STUDENTS HOME 
AND REINTEGRATE THEM INTO POLITICAL LIEE. IN THIS WAY, 

HE WOULD AT LEAST REMOVE CONSTANT THREAT TO HIS LIEE WHEN HE 
TRAVELS ABROAD. IE HE COULD INCREASE STABILITY IN COUNTRY, 
THEN TRANSITION TO HIS SON MIGHT BE SMOOTH AND REGIME 
MIGHT LAST EEW YEARS AFTER HIS PASSING. LONGEVITY OE 
RULE OE HIS SON AETER EIRST EEW YEARS WOULD OE COURSE 
DEPEND ON THE SON, BUT SHAH IS GOING TO HAVE TO DO SOME- 
THING NOW TO SET THE STAGE EOR HIM. 
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